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Introduction
Latin-American immigrants face many obstacles in their pursuit of higher education within the United States. They encounter opposition from many fronts. Oftentimes there are language barriers that compromise teacher-pupil communication. Racial stratification and subordination also pose an obstacle for the student to overcome. Although the United States is a multiethnic land with a common ideology of equality among all of its inhabitants, there is still an underlying ethnocentrism that cannot be subdued. Another barrier raised by American society is the great push for immigrants to assimilate to the commonalities of Western culture. This equates to immigrants trading in their native identity and surrendering to social conformity. This research will address these issues from the perspective of an immigrant from South America, and her success in overcoming these barriers.
My informant emigrated to the Midwestern United States from a small border town in South America when she was thirteen. she was walking up a stairwell with another international student and the crowd parted. There seemed to be a fear of the unknown among the English-only students in my informant's high school. Another experience that influenced my informant's perspective about bilingual education occurred when she was giving a presentation in graduate school. My informant started to get nervous and her accent became thicker; this led to some laughter from the assembly. My informant felt quite betrayed by the faculty after this incident. The faculty did not apologize for the incident and none of the students showed signs of remorse. This is one of the factors that influenced my informant to become a professor. My informant stated: "I think my responsibility as a teacher, which is ultimately what I am, is to my students. If we aren't here for the students, then who is going to be here for the students?" My informant says that when a student comes to her and is excited about being in school or is discovering new ideas, it reaffirms her career choice. These are the events that give my informant fulfillment. She states that, "just the fact that I get to see a student graduate and move on to other things that they are passionate about is kind of like my vitamin pill, what gets me through the day." These sentiments reaffirm my informant's enthusiasm about teaching and gives retrospective proof that she still has the motivation to make a difference.
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Conclusion
My informant overcame many obstacles in her pursuit of higher education. She overcame a language barrier that was not only a learning barrier, but also led to discrimination from fellow students. My informant also held on to her identity even though there were factors pushing her toward assimilation. The events discussed by my informant remind me of a quote from William
Blake's The Marriage of Heaven and Hell:
If the doors of perception were cleansed everything would appear as it is: Infinite. For man has closed himself up till he sees all things thro' narrow chinks of his cavern (2005, p. 14).
Humans have a fear of the unknown. They create stereotypes and myths to account for the differences they see in the world and cannot explain. Not until we accept differences can we begin to truly live.
